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My Personal Values
When I was in grade five, I use to hear people talking about understanding, patience, caring. I remember one day that I got involved in a fight with my classmate, and when my father was called to the school, I was surprised by the way he handled the situation. Instead of scolding me, he told me to tell him what happened. After explaining what led to the fight. After listening, he just told me "I understand you son". I did not understand the implication of what he said, but I was happy.
However, as I grew up, I got curious as I heard the word become more common. I wanted to comprehend why my father would not scold me but tell me that he understood me. Therefore, as a German philosopher, Immanuel Kent once explained, people are born and grow with different natures, which in turn, lead them to different dislikes and likes among other qualities. I have always liked to listen to other people and ideas before I decide to do something. Since that day I was involved in a fight, I have always wanted to get to know why my father would not scold me despite having wasted his time to come to school. I can say that this day may have changed my life and the way I perceive things. 
If I am involved in any ethical dilemma situation, the first thing I remember is to listen to every aspect of the situation before I finally make the final decision. Patience and caring are virtues that not many people can possess. I remember one incidence while I was in high school when my friend who used to blame everyone for even the things that he did. One day he hit someone’s car, and when the man walked out of the car to inquire who hit his car, he turned around and pointed another at me despite that he held the ball that hit the car and broke the man’s car window. The man scolded me, and I took it all in. However, I also learned that understanding is not just about looking at a situation in a critical manner, but it also involves putting oneself in another person’s shoe and caring about why they do what they do. 
I realized that as a person who understands the situation and people, one must understand that not everyone will like what he or she does. This is not because they are mean or hurtful, but because they care about themselves and not others. For many people, this is not easy. Many people are self-centered, but as an understanding people, I realize that despite the human weaknesses, I have to morally accountable to my actions in day to day life. 
As Immanuel Kant once argued, human actions are phenomenal when analyzed. However, the relationships that we have are our responsibility to maintain and keep. Even though I hated the boy who wrongfully accused me of hitting someone’s car, but I later realized that people who are mean or hurtful are not always doing it intentionally. I realized that understanding and caring are virtues and values that few people possess. 
Sometimes, making a good decision can be difficult because of the emotional takeover. However, we must accept that everyone is emotional. It is our emotions that make us care and feel the situations of other people. But, an understanding person is one who is reliable in the process of sharing information with others. For other people to understand you, you must also be willing to understand them. It is easy to find common ground to situations that seem difficult when you interact with other people. I learned this when I was in my senior high school three years ago when I got in an ethical dilemma situation. I was a talented basketball player and one day we were supposed to play in the league. I had never played in the league before, but after preparing for long, I was told that I had to step down and let another person take my position. At first, I almost yelled at the coach because I felt terrible. 
I felt stuck as I had to deal with the embarrassment of getting prepared and never played. But, on the other hand, I was presented with a moral and ethical dilemma. If I kept silent, I would lose the team’s respect. And if I come forward, I would risk being in the team as well as jeopardize my relationship with my coach. After explaining to my father, he told me the same thing he told me when I was in grade five, “I understand.” From there on, even though I let go of the position, but I focused on finding out what it means to understand. While in college, I understood the meaning of this word. I realized that all my life I have been practicing understanding, but I did not know. Listening to my father, listening to my coach to step down and let another person take my position, listening to my neighbor’s boy who hit another person’s car. I noticed that I have a personal value of understanding other people’s situations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Running a successful business requires an understanding of situations and caring about other people and becoming patient to gather all the facts before making a decision. I believe that my understanding value can help me solve ethical dilemma situations in a business set-up. I think that the decisions I have been making in my life have been right mostly because I have been able to listen to the situation and other people’s problems before making a decision. 
I know that understanding and caring for people do not mean that they will understand or care about me, but I find it the best way to deal with stressful situations when everyone is not willing to listen. When we are in a problem, we are overtaken by our emotions. But, making a decision while in such a situation is difficult. Therefore, taking a step back to look at the issue and every probable aspect can sometimes help to see what many do not see while they are overtaken by emotions.
Today, I am 26 years, and I am proud that for every step I have made has been guided by my personal value of understanding other people’s situations, emotions, and situations. Successful managers are associated with the ability to understand people, situations and themselves. As a manager, one gets involved in different situations that may require personal values to solve. I believe that everyone needs to be given an opportunity to explain their viewpoint before arriving at a decision. Every decision that we make affects someone else in one way or another. It can positively or negatively affect them, but I believe that my value to understand and give other people a chance to heard helps me make the right decisions. 
